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Woodside High School 
students speak out 
for the 37 million 
children out of school 
in countries affected 
by war, natural disaster 
and other emergencies 

Students from Woodside 
High School, Haringey, 
are speaking out about 
the vital need to deliver 
education for the 37 
million children who 
are out of school in 

Woodside High School students have achieved 
outstanding results in this year’s GCSE examinations, 
with 74% of students gaining 5 A*C grades including 
English and Maths. This is an incredible 30% rise from 
last year’s GCSE results - the highest results in the 
school’s history. Woodside students have once again 
demonstrated why, in its most recent inspection by 
OFSTED (January 2014), Woodside High was judged to 
be outstanding.

“We are enormously proud of our students’ outstanding 
progress and accomplishments, achieved through 
hard work and commitment. The students’ results 
are a testament to the dedication of all at Woodside 
High School – students, parents and carers, staff and 
governors. Our thanks and congratulations to all.”
Ms Robinson and Ms Mc Elligott, Co-Headteachers

Leader of Haringey Council, Claire Kober said: “The 
30 per cent rise in GCSE results over the last year is 
an incredible achievement by students and staff at 
Woodside High School. These are brilliant GCSE results 
and I’m incredibly proud to have such a high achieving 
school in Haringey!”

Declan Kesington who achieved seven A grades and two 
B grades will be going to Woodhouse College to study 
English, Maths, Economics and Philosophy at A-Level.  
He would like to go to university and then pursue a 
career in the property industry.

Declan said: “I believe that you get out what you put 
in.  I am very thankful to all of my teachers and all of 
the staff who helped me.”

countries affected by war and 
natural disasters and other 

emergencies. Thousands of 
young people across the UK 
have taken part in the Send 
My Friend to School campaign 
this year and on Monday 
4th July, Mal Hoti and 
Alexandra Smoliniec, Year 
7, presented students’ 
campaign to Ministers at 
10 Downing Street. They 

were specially selected by 
Oxfam to take part and speak to Ministers to share 
young people’s views on the importance of education. 
In the afternoon we were delighted that our local MP, 
Catherine West, was able to join the students to hear 
more about the campaign. 

Alice Huang who was the school’s highest achieving 
student with 6A* and 4A grades will be attending 
Woodhouse College to study Biology, Chemistry, Maths 
and Italian at A-Level.  She would like to go to a Russell 
Group University and pursue a career in haematology 
when she is older.  

Alice said: “I wasn't expecting to achieve such high 
grades and I am so thankful for all the support that I 
received from all of the staff at Woodside High, who 
really enabled me to succeed.”

Scarlett Ozetem-Kolomiychenko who achieved five 
A* grades and 4 A grades will also be attending the 
prestigious Woodhouse College to study Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and Economics at A-Level. 

Scarlett said:  “My teachers at Woodside really 
motivated me and that’s what enabled me to achieve 
such high grades. All of the staff really believed in me 
and pushed me to be the best that I could be.”

There were some truly incredible success stories from 
some of Woodside’s students who have only been in the 
UK for a relatively short time. Raul Darlea, arrived in the 
UK from Romania in 2014 unable to speak English. Due to 
his hard work and positive attitude, Raul achieved 5 A*-C 
grades, including English and Maths. Raul is going on to 
study further at college and hopes to go to university in 
the future.

Jakub Olender and Konrad Dlugosz both arrived in the 
UK from Poland at the start of Year 10. Both boys were 
committed to their studies and put in hours of extra work 
after school and at weekends. They both proved that 
hard work pays off, achieving five A*-C grades including 
English and Maths. 

The remarkable success of these students is truly 
inspirational!

Left to right:  Cllr Claire Kober, Leader of Haringey 
Council, with Bedriye (5As, 4Bs, 2Cs),  Alice (6A*s, 4As, 
1C), Declan (7As, 2Bs, 1C), Cristina (2A*s, 3As, 4Bs, 
2Cs) and Caner (1A*, 4As, 5Bs, 1C)

“Woodside High students have 
embraced the opportunity to speak 
out for their peers and campaign 
for equal rights for all. The Send 
My Friend to School campaign is 
a valuable and meaningful way 
for students to engage with 
important global issues. We are 
enormously proud of Woodside 
students for their commitment 
to this important cause.”  
Ms Robinson & Ms Mc Elligott, 
Co-Headteachers

“I am excited about coming 
here and having the opportunity to 
contribute and speak up for millions of children my age 
who do not have a voice and even though we are young 
this is a great way to have an impact.”  Mal, Year 7

“This campaign has opened my eyes to the world and 
made me feel passionate about this campaign and I hope 
to help out and make a difference.” Alexandra, Year 7

“Thank you all SO much for taking the trouble to join us 
in Westminster for what we all thought was a fantastic 
day!  We were really proud of the Woodside students 
and delighted to have them as representatives of the 
Send My Friend to School campaign helping us to spread 
the message; they were all so mature, engaged and 
passionate about the issue and really good to be with.”
Karen Garvin, Global Campaign for Education
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On Monday 5th September, the Family and Friends of 
Woodside Group hosted a hugely successful tea and 
coffee morning for parents and carers of new Year 
7 students. We were all delighted to welcome new 
families to Woodside and learn more about one another. 
Attended by over 100 people, it was a wonderful way to 
start the new academic year. 

That event was swiftly followed by a fantastic tea and 
coffee morning in October in aid of MacMillan Cancer 
Support. The Family and Friends of Woodside Group 
was truly delighted to raise £256 for the charity which, 
combined with the amount raised by Woodside staff, 
brings the total amount raised to over £500! 

Please look out for the termly programme of events - 
everyone welcome! 

Woodside High was lucky enough to be one of 
the hundreds of schools across the country to be 
chosen to go to a very special Women of the World 
festival at the Southbank Centre to commemorate 
the International Day of the Girl. A phenomenal 
opportunity, Woodside students took part in a full 
day of inspirational and exciting events right in the 

heart of London.

The day began with mentoring sessions with 
amazing women from a huge range of professions 

and backgrounds – an experience made all the more 
incredible by it taking place in the London Eye! Each 

student - Aliyah Reid, 11Q, Samarah Irving, 11Q, Georgina 
Edwards-Green 11E, Imaan Brown, 11E, Elia Bufoh, 11E, Tayla-

Rae Jones-Skerritt, 11T and Alexandra Nistor, 10E, had 
the opportunity to have a 15 minute 

mentoring session 

Immediately after Tayla’s speech, 
Alix Fox, journalist and broadcaster at the Guardian 

tweeted “THIS WOMAN – Tayla @Woodsidehigh – just SMASHED IT on 
stage. WATCH HER FLY #DayoftheGirl”.

Claudia Merhej, Programming Coordinator, WOW – Women of the World festival also wrote to 
Woodside - “I just wanted to say how much we loved having Tayla-Rae with us for Day of the Girl. Her speech 
was totally inspiring, and I think it meant a huge amount to the girls in the audience to feel like they were being 
heard and supported by their peers. Please pass on a massive thank you to her from all the team here.”

Every student involved had the greatest day – taking part in the workshops in the afternoon and being part of a 
private audience with Caitlin Moran, journalist, author, and broadcaster was incredible. Alexandra Nistor, 10E, said 
"Today was a day where women felt inspired, valued, safe and loved. I enjoyed being a part of the Women of the 
World festival and I hope that it carries on spreading both awareness and love every year".

The Day of the Girl was one of the most inspiring and uplifting experiences I have ever been a part of and anyone 
who goes should consider themselves as lucky. Learning about women's struggles, but also successes shows how 
far we have come – and how far we have to go as a society. We met women from all different career paths and 
learned how they used their success to make their workplaces better. This mentoring sessions, activities and 
speeches helped all of us to connect and learn as well as expand our knowledge and highlight what we need to 
work on. You go girls!

A WARM WELCOME FROM THE

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF WOODSIDE

with 
3 different 
role models, and receive practical 
and helpful guidance and advice from the mentors. The 
mentors’ experience and backgrounds included journalism, dance, management, 
HR, sports, charity, education, advocacy and campaigning so the range of input that they were able to 
give Woodside students was really incredible.

We then went into the Southbank Centre for the official opening speeches and a panel discussion with Frances 
Morris, Director of the Tate Modern, Fatima Manji, correspondent for Channel 4 News, Luisa Omeilan, comedian, 
Chi-chi Nwanoku MBE, double bassist and the founder and director of Europe’s 1st BME classical orchestra, 
Chineke!, Jude Kelly CBE, Artistic Director Southbank Centre and founder of WOW - Women of the World festival 
and most excitingly, Woodside student and Head Prefect, Tayla-Rae.  Taylor-Rae was asked to give a speech on 
a topic that she felt passionate about. She chose 
to speak about her passion for equality and 
championing others. She received an ovation 
from the audience mid-speech when she said 
“As a human, I want to stand up. As a women, 
I want to stand up. As a black women, I want 
to stand up.”.  

by Aliyah Reid, Year 11 



On Thursday 14th July our Year 9/10 musicians had 

a great opportunity to visit Wembley Arena.  A 

charity called ‘The Transformation Trust’ funded 

the event providing students with an opportunity 

to research different career paths and experience 

live music in a renowned venue.  During the 

morning the students participated in a career 

exhibition followed by live concert during the 

afternoon.  The line-up consisted of established 

artists such as Lethal Bizzle and Rebecca James 

to up and coming artists like Raleigh Ritchie and 

Sonna Rele to name a few.  

The atmosphere was amazing and vibrant!!

Woodside was featured on the BBC News this term! The BBC came in to film a feature on the importance of physical activity for teenagers. The BBC Health Correspondent, Adam Brimelow, interviewed Mr McAdam, Ms Johnson and a number of students. Mr Brimelow said that he was incredibly impressed by the students' responses and their clear understanding of the importance of exercise to maintaining good physical and mental health. 

Students were filmed playing netball and football and helped to really demonstrate how fantastic PE is at Woodside. 

We arrived at Forest School just after 9.30 a.m. and 

received a warm welcome from the Forest School 

Prefects. They wore blue gowns like something out 

of Harry Potter in order to make them stand out 

from the rest of the guests. 

The students representing Woodside High School 

were one of two schools where the prefects 

were in Year 11, making us some of the youngest 

representatives present at the Young Leadership 

Conference. 

The first main part of the conference was led by 

Bonita Norris. At the age of 28, Bonita Norris is the 

youngest person in the world to have reached both 

the summit of Mount Everest and the North Pole. 

It was refreshing to hear someone talk about their 

dreams so passionately, she was almost brought to 

tears by talking about her leadership role model, Sir 

Ernest Shackleton. 

The second major part of the conference was led 

by Chris Jenkinson. He used to work for The Royal 

Shakespeare Company and performed in West End 

productions. For the past 12 years he has been 

Six students have successfully graduated from 
the Brilliant Club programme! Each student 
attended four sessions with a PhD student 
and then submitted an essay. Three students 
were given Distinctions, meaning that their 
writing was up to A-level standard! They had 
an exciting day out on Saturday 1st October at 
King’s College in central London to see what 
studying at a top university would be like. 

Well done to Kleida Nanaj, Faaduma Aden, Elia 
Buafoh, Imaan Brown, Aisha Choudhury and 
Sultan Stevenson. 

 

A group of Year 7 students 
joined the Intouniversity Focus 

programme, which will give them 
the opportunity to take part in a 
number of activities for the next 
5 years, until they finish Year 11.

For their first 
activity they 
took part in 
an interactive 
workshop 
on Friday 30 
September, 
where they 
reflected on their own skills and qualities and how 
they could take responsibility for their own future.

The Year 7 students then prepared an individual action 
plan for themselves, which they will be able to work 
on over their time at Woodside High School.

Year 10 students visited Cambridge on Saturday 8th 
October as part of the Insight Programme. During their 
visit, they took part in various activities that helped them 
to develop very useful academic skills. 

One of the activities included reading and interpreting 
printed sources on London riots, which helped them 
develop their critical reading skills. Another activity 
helped them to get better at taking notes in their chosen 
lectures.

Working with the University of Cambridge really helps our 
students to understand the route into university and to 
aspire to study at some of the top universities in the UK.

coaching, both children and adults alike, in the art 

of public speaking. His showmanship and willingness 

to make the crowd participate were entertaining and 

presented a break for the guests after all the other 

talks.  

Personally, I believe that if anyone has the 

opportunity to attend events like these they should 

take it. It might seem insignificant now but the skills 

and knowledge you receive are invaluable.

By Imaan Brown, Year 11

Two of last year’s Year 11 students have received 
prestigious awards for their amazing GCSE results. 
Kieran Nelson and Asya Demirag both achieved 
spectacular results in their GCSEs this summer. 
They joined students from schools across the 
country to receive a national award for their 
achievements. Well done to Kieran and Asya. We 
are extremely proud of them both!



Year 7 went on their first trip as a year group recently to 
Tolmer's activity centre in Cuffley. Wall climbing, go-
carting, archery and rifle shooting were among the 
activities on offer, and students had the opportunity 
to learn new skills whilst getting to know each 
other better. An invaluable opportunity to 
build on relationships outside of the 
classroom, the enthusiasm and 
encouragement shown by 
Year 7s to each other 
while taking part in 
the activities was 
really fantastic. 

A major event on the Woodside calendar each year, 
(with many older students often talking about their 
first trip away with their year group as a special 
memory) this year’s Year 7 certainly made the most 
of the day! All of the adults involved - including 
the instructors at the centre, were particularly 
impressed by the excellent behaviour of Woodside 
students, and the care and encouragement they showed 
to each other. Our students really pushed themselves to 
their limits to complete the activities, and we hope that they 
learnt a little more about their own hidden abilities. 

The day out really demonstrated how much our Woodside Shared 
Values are central to what we do because all of the students acted 
and took part in a way which showed how much they can believe in 
themselves, encourage each other and take pride in what they do.

Mr Connell and Ms Simpson would really like to thank all of the 
staff who helped out to make the day such a success. We know 
that our students really appreciated all that you did for them to 
make it happen!

On Wednesday 14th September 31 lucky students from 
Years 10 and 11 enjoyed a performance of Disney's The 
Lion King at the Lyceum Theatre in London's West End. 
Expectations were high as this production has been 
running for many years with fantastic reviews and to 
critical acclaim and students were keen to compare 
it with last year's school play! Despite the sweltering 
conditions, the journey on London underground passed 
quickly on our way from Woodside to the theatre. 
The students did themselves and the school proud 
through their exemplary behaviour; true ambassadors 
to the school. Once at the theatre they were treated 
to a magnificent performance by an incredible cast 
of talented singers, dancers, actors and even puppets 
which were used imaginatively and skilfully to represent 
all the myriad animals of Disney's original film. Indeed 
the Savannah was brought to life before us through 
imaginative use of light, sound, incredible set-design 
and award-winning costume. The stage was transformed 
to represent Pride Rock, a canyon, the jungle and even 
the desert as all the locations of the original film where 
cleverly presented. After the show our students were 
treated to an opportunity to interview the production 
team, the casting director and producers of the show. 
It was a rare and exciting opportunity to gain an insight 
into the workings of the performing arts industry and 
three students came away with fantastic prizes having 
listened carefully and answered questions correctly. We 
would like to express our gratitude to Ms Alpdogan for 
organising the trip and to Mousetrap Theatre for helping 
to arrange the reduced price tickets. It brought back 
happy memories of last year's school production and 
we look forward to this year's school play and lots more 
theatre visits soon!

Students in Year 9 who took part in the BBC 
School Report Project were delighted to visit BBC 
Broadcasting House Bristol this term.

At the start of the school year students 
volunteered to take part in the nationwide project 
that allows secondary school students to create 
their own news reports for a real audience. The 
stories featured a range of topics that they were 
passionate about from body image to the effect of 
celebrity icons. News day was 9th March 2016.

As a reward for their fantastic efforts we took the 
students to Broadcasting House Bristol so that that 
they could see what goes on behind the scenes 
to make the news we read, watch and listen to 
everyday.

BBC Broadcasting House Bristol produces many 
popular shows such as The Food Programme, 
Flog It! Antiques Roadshow as well as the Natural 
History Unit’s programmes such as Springwatch.

On the tour the students saw costumes worn by 
Strictly Come Dancing contestants, heard how 
television and radio programmes were made 
and visited the interactive studio where they 
presented the news and starred in their own radio 
drama complete with sound effects! 

“I found the trip really interesting. It was 
fantastic to see what goes on” - Taylor

“It was an amazing opportunity to see what 
happens behind the scenes of the programmes 
we watch daily” - Ece

“I enjoyed today, I liked playing the role of 
a reporter and learning how to make sound 
effects”  -Sumeya

“It was very helpful to have an insight into BBC 
broadcasting as it will help with future career 
choices” -  Alexandra

SCHOOL 
REPORTERS 
EXPLORE THE 
BBC STUDIOS



It was brilliant to 
celebrate twenty 
students who have 
made incredible 
progress in reading this 
year. These students 

have read the most words in 
the school and have joined the 
exclusive ‘Millionaire’s Club’ as 
they have read well over one 
million words! The students and 
their families were invited to an 
afternoon tea party in the library, 
where they celebrated with tea 
and fancy cakes. Ms Mc Elligott 
and Ms Robinson presented the 
students with certificates and 
spoke about how proud they were 
of the students’ achievements. It 
was a lovely afternoon celebrating 
the students’ success. 

Art GCSE Students recently visited 
the National Portrait Gallery for 
a guided tour. Students had in 
depth discussions about some of 
the contemporary art work in the 
gallery including: Patrick Heron’s 
cubist work of L.S Elliot capturing his 
personality with his passions literacy 
and his cats, L.S Lowry’s vacant self-
portrait showing his raw emotion of 
bereavement, Dame Laura Knight’s 
clever composition work showing her 
painting a picture and Sam Taylor’s 
video installation of a sleeping David 
Beckham. Finally, students had a 
chance to get up close with Jason 
Brook’s portrait of Sir Paul Nurse to 
see the detail of his painting which 
almost looked photographic.

The session developed the students’ 
confidence in art analysis using artistic 
terminology. They were able to see 
the masterpieces and to observe 
different techniques. The range of 
art they saw enabled them to explore 
portrait painting at a new depth. 

This week a crowd of students, staff and families gathered in the hall 
for the highly anticipated launch of our new First Story anthology!

The First Story project has been running at Woodside High School 
for six years now and gives students the opportunity to work with a 
published author to produce their own creative writing which is then 
compiled and published in an anthology.

This year our Year 9 students worked with celebrated author, Ross 
Raisin, to produce some stunning pieces of writing. The themes of 
student poems and stories varied widely; from Islamophobia to sibling 
rivalry.

The students read their work on stage and then answered questions 
from the audience. It was incredibly impressive to hear how 
confidently the students read their work. Following the readings it 
was lovely to have the opportunity for staff, students, families and 
Ross Raisin to enjoy conversations about creative writing over a cup 
of tea and a slice of cake!

Woodside High would like to extend a huge thank you to Ross Raisin 
and the First Story team for inspiring our students to become 
published authors at such a young age!

Our Bake Off finalists competed at the highest 
level this term, to create their showstopper cakes. 
The challenge was to design and create a cake 
to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. Students 
embraced the challenge and came up with some 
incredible designs which included London buses, 
images of the Queen, crowns and Union Jacks. After 
an intense morning in the Food Technology rooms, 
the showstopper creations were unveiled! Ms 

Robinson and Ms Mc Elligott faced a real challenge 
to decide on who would be crowned Star Baker. 
Well done to Zelal who stormed to victory with a 
magnificent creation, which was even decorated 
with photographs of the Queen! Well done to all of 
the students who took part and to our magnificent 
Food Technology Department who helped students 
to ensure that the cakes were light and airy, with 
good crumb structure and no soggy bottoms!

The sun shone and the words flowed 
as over 800 students took part in 
this year’s First Story Young Writers’ 
Festival. Among them were 22 
students from Woodside High who 
gathered in the beautiful surrounds 
of Lady Margaret Hall in Oxford 
for workshops and performances 
led by over 20 writers and heard 
inspirational talks from keynote 
speakers,  Anthony McGowan, Juno 
Dawson, and Laura Dockrill to name 
a few. The sessions closed with 
students reading their own work to 
the students from other schools, 
teachers, writers and guests. 

The students from Woodside High 
School were truly inspired and we 
are expecting some fabulous creative 
writing to be produced! 



This year’s Year 10 work experience was, once again, a great success! 
Students had some amazing work experience placements that gave 
them a real insight into the world of work. The experiences were 
extremely varied and ranged from Kleida Nanaj attending meetings 

One hundred Year 9 Geography 
students went to Walton-On-The-Naze 
in Essex to look at the processes of 
coastal erosion and how this section 
of the coastline is being managed 
to reduce the impacts of erosion.  
The students looked at a variety of 
factors that are influencing the rate 
of erosion along this stretch of the 
coast (an astonishing 2 meters per 
year on average), ranging from the 
geology of the cliffs to the direction 
of prevailing wind and the influence 
of longshore drift.  The trip allowed 
the students to see geography in 
action and has helped to secure their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
processes and how they interlink 
ready for their GCSEs in September.

Following their final GCSE examinations, our Year 
11 students celebrated in style at their end of 
year prom. Students and staff cruised down the 
River Thames aboard a luxury boat and admired 
the London skyline as the sun set. It was a lovely 
opportunity to say a fond farewell to students after 
five years as part of the Woodside family. 

Savannah Irving and Emmanuel Mapanzi-Futi were 
crowned Prom King and Queen as the evening 
drew to a close.

Thank you to all of the staff who were involved 
in organising the event, especially Year 11 
Attainment Manager, Mr Wemyss.

Kings and Queens of Prom
at Parliament with Oxfam to Alex Sonmez 
testing a new ride at Thorpe Park then 
writing an article about it for a national 
newspaper!

We were delighted to hear such positive 
reports from employers about the 
excellent attitudes, professionalism and 
work ethic of Woodside students. Well 
done to Year 10 and to all the staff who 
visited students at their placements. 

The results for the Junior Maths challenge are in! Our 
students in years 7 and 8 achieved 3 gold certificates, 6 
silver certificates and 24 bronze certificates.  The UKMT 
Individual Maths Challenges are lively, intriguing multiple 
choice question papers, which are designed to stimulate 
interest in maths in large numbers of pupils. Over 200,000 
students from across the UK sat the Junior Maths Challenge 
with roughly the top 6% receiving a gold certificate, 13% a 
silver certificate and 21% a bronze certificate. Well done to 
all of our marvellous mathematicians!

Our Year 9 French student had a 

fantastic opportunity to demonstrate 

their culinary skills! Our Languages 

and Food Technology departments 

joined forces to give students an 

opportunity to create French 

style crêpes!

Bon appétit!

IT’S CRÊPE

O’ CLOCK

"The trip to Walton
was a very good 
experience.  I got 
to see coastal 
erosion with my 
own eyes!" 
Ayanle 9I

We are delighted to announce 
that our School Council Elections 
for 2016 have taken place. Two 
representatives have been elected 
in each Tutor Group. These 
representatives join together as Year 
Councils and meet on a fortnightly 
basis with their Year Attainment 
Manager. Three representatives have 

then been elected from each Year 
Council to form our Main School 
Council who meet monthly with 
our Co-Headteachers. Each Council 
has elected a Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

We are extremely proud of all of 
our students who stood for election 

whether they were successful or 
not. We take great pride in the 
strength of our Student Leadership 
at Woodside High School and 
are looking forward to another 
successful year with a fantastic team 
of councillors. Well done to all our 
elected representatives!



Woodside High School continues 
to be the national hub school for 
global charity, Oxfam. This term we 
were delighted to host visitors from 
a range of UK schools to take part 
in the second phase of the Schools 
for Future Youth project. Last term 
these schools attended Woodside 
and were introduced to a range 
of resources being developed by 
Oxfam and their European partner 
organisations, to teach young people 
about global issues. After several 
months of trialling these resources, 
this was the opportunity for schools 
to work together to evaluate their 
success. We were delighted to 
host Riverside School, Leytonstone 
School, Woodlands Middle School, 
Sir John Lawes School and 
Heartlands School for an exciting 
day of collaboration. A huge thank 
you to our Woodside Oxfam Youth 
Ambassadors, Mr Watson, Ms Preston 
and Ms Hurley for all their hard 
work to ensure that the day was so 
successful.    

Students in Year 10 were delighted to host a visit recently from Oxfam 
and Youth Ambassadors from around the world. Fatema from Bangladesh, 
Ousmane from Mali, Huan from Vietnam and KC from Nigeria are all young 
people who are active campaigners in their home countries.

They had been selected by Oxfam to come to the UK as part of the ‘My 
Rights, My Voice’ project. As part of this exciting project they visited 
and shared their stories with young people in the UK who are also active 
campaigners. Woodside High School was selected  because of all the 
campaigning that our student groups such as the Oxfam Youth Ambassadors, 
the Equality and Diversity Group and the School Council have led.

Fatema from Bangladesh said: 
“It has been truly inspirational to 
meet the students at Woodside 
High School. They are doing some 
amazing work to ensure that all 
young people have the same rights, 
regardless of gender, ethnicity, social 
background or sexuality. I have 
learned so much from speaking to 
them.”

Ousmane from Mali said: “I am so impressed by how confident and articulate 
the students at Woodside are. It is clear that their involvement in Student 
Voice and campaigning projects has really developed them. They all spoke 
so passionately about their school and the differences that they make both 
in their school and within their communities.”

KC from Nigeria said: “The challenges we face in Nigeria are different to the 
challenges young people face in London, but we have a lot that we can learn 
from each other. I would like to take the ideas from Woodside High School 
back to Nigeria and see if I can encourage young people to be as active in 
their communities.”

Huan from Vietnam said: “Wow! What passionate, confident and informed 
young people you have at Woodside High School. I have learned a lot from 
meeting them and hope to take their ideas back to Vietnam.”

Woodside High School were 
invited to the annual PiXL 
Celebration Event at Central 
Hall, Westminster on the evening 
of Thursday 22nd September. PiXL 
is a network of schools which we 
have been a member of for just 
over a year. It is a great way to 
share good ideas and learn from 
other schools across the country.

We were invited to Westminster 
to celebrate our spectacular 
GCSE results, with other 
successful schools. We were very 
proud to hear that Woodside 
High’s results made us the top 
most-improved school this year 
across the PiXL network. We 
were the only school to have 
increased our overall results by 
as much as 30% in one year. 

Kieran Nelson and Asya Demirag, 
two students who achieved 
highly in their GCSEs and 
overcame significant challenges, 
were chosen to represent 
Woodside High School. During the 
ceremony they were presented 
with awards from Olympic gold 
medal cyclist, Joanna Rowsell 
Shand. It was a fantastic event, 
which made us all very proud 
of our students’ spectacular 
achievements.



60 Year 11 students were selected to take part in a very 
special morning of events led by Sir George Monoux 

College last week. A team of 7 senior members of staff 
from Sir George Monoux College came to Woodside 

and put on a fantastic morning of workshops 
on team-building, career pathways, post-16 
choices and successful application strategies. 
A really enjoyable and informative experience 

was had by all, with students 
really benefiting from the 
opportunity to reflect and 
discuss the range of post-
16 options available to them 
with experts from that field. 
Many thanks to Mr Khan, Mr 
Massara, Mr Dolben, Ms Alleyne, 
Mr Mathhieu, Mr Ellis and Ms 
DeCruz from Sir George Monoux 

College. 

Woodside was delighted to welcome a team of volunteers from 
Goldman Sachs and Teach First on Friday 14th October. 120 Year 
11 students were fortunate enough to take part in a fantastic 
morning of workshops and activities centred around further 
education and careers. Volunteers from Goldman Sachs and Teach 
First worked with students to help them reflect on their areas of 
strength, areas for improvement, transferable skills and identify 
which possible career paths they might wish to pursue. Students 
were also invited to take part in a question and answer session 
where they were able to find out lots about what subject and 
pathway choices the volunteers themselves had made before 
joining Goldman Sachs 
and Teach First. 

It was not only a 
valuable experience 
for students, the 
volunteers also 
commented on 
how much they 
had enjoyed the 
day, with many 
saying how engaged 
Woodside students 
are. Many thanks to 

all involved at Goldman 
Sachs and Teach First. 

Early this term, the newly elected 
members of the School Council met with 
three Councillors from Haringey Council.  

Despite the fact that the School Council 
members were new to their roles, the 

students did not shy away from posing some 
tough questions.

The students asked questions about how local 
democracy works, how to become effective 

members of the School Council, how to ensure 
that the young people of Haringey get their 
voices heard and what developments there 

have been with the ongoing issue of installing a 
pedestrian crossing on Perth Road. The Perth Road 

crossing has been an ongoing campaign for some 
members of the School Council for the past year. 
The Councillors were clearly impressed with the 

insightful questions.

Councillor Peter Mitchell commented 'The members of 
the School Council are to be congratulated for putting 

themselves forward to represent their year group on 
the School Council.  It was good to meet members of 

the School Council and we thought the chairing of the 
meeting was excellent and the students had clearly 

thought carefully about the issues they wanted to raise.' 

The students took on board the advice and feedback from 
the councillors and have already begun to formulate ideas 

about how to develop stronger links between the students at 
Woodside and the local council.

Mr Wemyss took a group of four future Computer Scientist 
to the M&S Digital Innovation Session. This event was 
run by the Teen Tech Awards, an organisation created to 
help student to see how they might apply science and 
technology to real world problems.

The day was hosted by Maggie Philbin (a presenter 
from the TV show Tomorrow’s World) and began by an 
engaging workshop from Marcus East, the Chief Digital 
Officer at M&S. Both Marcus and Maggie inspired the 
students with their stories of using technology to 
help people. Marcus really engaged the students 
with his stories of working for Apple, as the Head of 
e-commerce. 

Other workshops included how M&S use technology 
in their stores, the use of Mobile phones to help 
customers and how the technology is influencing 
fashion. In these sessions, we discovered 
how apps are created to help customers find 
the perfect dinner ingredients and how to 
personalise the online shopping experience.

The fantastic ideas from the Woodside 
students include kinetic energy clothes that 
would charge your phone as you walked, an 
interactive language translator to use in 
shops and a robotic assistant to help you find 
items in a store.

A huge congratulations to students who 
were shortlisted as finalists in the Leukaemia 
Cancer Society Short Story Competition. 
Students and staff attended the award 
ceremony last week and were delighted to 
hear that Albi Krasniqi in Year 9 was chosen 
as the overall winner. Albi’s story, set in a 
Serbian hospital during conflict was incredibly 
powerful and really impressed the judging 
panel. This is a huge achievement for Albi and 
we are incredibly proud. All of the students’ 
short stories have been published in an anthology 
called ‘The Hospital and Other Stories.’

Congratulations to three Year 
10 Art GCSE students who have begun 

a 16 week UAL Saturday Club at the prestigious 
Central St. Martins University.

Eeshah Goher 10I, Suna 
Ismail 10T and Elizabeth Junaid 
10T, who started the course on 
Saturday 15th October, were taken 
on a tour of the university and 
then had the opportunity to work 
with other Year 10 Art students from 
various schools in North London.

Their first taste of university began 
with creating visual collages of 

‘structures’ followed by constructing the tallest and most stable 
structures they could create within their teams.

Each Saturday, students will be taught different observational 
drawing techniques which will help to form a portfolio of work 
which will be exhibited at Somerset House in 2017. Students 
will also be awarded a UALAB Level 2 Award in Drawing. The 
award is the equivalent of half a GCSE and is accredited by 
QCA.

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students and 
we wish them all the best. Watch this space for 

some more fantastic artwork.

  Central St Martins - Year 2
Satu

rday Club at

Satu
rday Club at Central St Martins -Year 2



The Speaker of the House of 
Commons, Rt Hon John Bercow 
MP, awarded the Speaker’s School 
Council Award to Woodside High 
School.  The awards honour the 
most innovative and exciting 
projects submitted by school 
councils to this unique national 
competition.  Woodside High School 
were awarded the prize in the Age 
12-16 category for their project 
“Talk About It”.  

Members of Woodside School Year 10 
Council recognised that many young 
people within their year group 
suffered from the stigma attached 
to discussing mental health issues.  
Following a broader survey of 
students and staff, the School 
Council decided to launch a project 
to support students and reduce 
the stigma around the issue.  In 
concert with a range of counsellors, 
therapists and a child psychiatrist, 
the Council devised an action plan, 
delivered assemblies and workshops, 
and used the school’s website, 
newsletter and twitter feed to raise 
awareness.  The project was so 
successful, that they were invited to 
share their work with other schools 
in Haringey.

Rt Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of 
the House of Commons said, “School 
councils give young people their 
first taste of democracy in action, 
and the projects received for this 

WOODSIDE STUDENTS WIN THE SPEAKER’S SCHOOL COUNCIL AWARD 
year’s competition demonstrates the 
valuable contribution that young 
people can make to their communities.  
As Speaker of the House of Commons 
I am proud to support the work of 
school councils in all their endeavours, 
and bowled over by the high quality of 
all the contributions we have received 
from young people across the UK.”

Ms Robinson & Ms Mc Elligott, Co 
Heads, said “Woodside High School 
students have absolutely embraced the 
opportunities that the School Council 
provides to contribute positively and 
meaningfully to their community. 
Students have actively sought ways to 
support, listen to, teach and champion 
others. I am enormously proud of them 
and am delighted that their hard work 
and commitment has been recognised 
by the Speaker’s School Council 
Award.”

Catherine West, the school’s local 
MP, said “I am absolutely thrilled for 
the students and staff of Woodside 
High School. I am delighted that 
their passion, enthusiasm and thirst 
for knowledge have been rightfully 
recognised, and as their Member of 
Parliament I am very proud. Mental 
health is an issue I care deeply about, 
and I look forward to working with 
them in the future on this important 
subject. Their hard work has clearly 
demonstrates that politics is alive and 
kicking in Hornsey and Wood Green. 
Well done!”

We are delighted to announce our new 
Year 8 Buddy Team. The team will work 
alongside selected Year 7 students to 
befriend them and help them wherever 
they can. As our Shared Values state - "we 
will encourage and support each other at 
all times". Congratulations to all involved! 

After a really tough selection process, 
we have appointed our Peer Mentors 
for 2016-17. In order to be selected to 
become Peer Mentors students had to 
complete an application form, personal 
statement, attend an interview and 
take part in a series of training sessions. 
We are incredibly proud of the students 
who made it through the recruitment 
process and know that they will do a 
superb job supporting others students 
next year and helping to ensure that 
Woodside continues to be a welcoming 
and safe community for everyone. 



Our Year 9 School 
Council members and 

Year 10 Peer Mentors 
have been taking part 

in an exciting exchange 
project this term. The Unity 

in Diversity Project gives 
students from very different 

areas of the UK an opportunity to 
visit each other’s 

schools. Last half term students from 
Breckland School in Suffolk visited 

Woodside High School and this week we 
had the opportunity to travel to Suffolk. 

Mr McAdam and Mr Davis accompanied the 
students to Breckland School where they 

had an action packed day of activity, 
learning from each other. It was great 

for the young people from both 
schools to share their experiences 

and see how much they actually 
had in common. This has been 

a really great opportunity 
for Woodside High School 

and we hope to continue 
working with Breckland 

School in the future.

This term, Year 11 girls who are members of 
The Girls’ Network mentoring program; an 
intervention program which has been running 
successfully for almost a year at Woodside 
High, took part in a conflict resolution 
workshop.  The Girls' Network seeks to 
empower and inspire girls by connecting 
them with a mentor and a network of 
professional female role models. They have 
an incredibly strong network of female 
mentors from all industry backgrounds and 
life experiences and are brilliant role models 
for our students. 

The girls explored the idea of conflict both 
in their own lives and the world around them 
and explored different ways of dealing with 
conflict.  

Throughout the session the girls’ participation 
was fantastic and the workshop facilitator 
commented that the ideas shared in the 
group activities 'were some of the most 
incisive and thought provoking she had ever 
heard.' 

Congratulations to Kleida, Elia, Zack and Lilyana who 
were presented their University of the Art's Level 2 Drawing 

Award certificates at Somerset House in Central London.

Our students participated in a Saturday Art club with 
University of the Arts London and Central St Martin's. They 
represented the North district, with six other schools from 

Haringey and Islington.

It was amazing to see their fabulous art work being 
exhibited in Somerset House. Well done all of the 

students involved and to Head of Art, Ms Fiore, for 
supporting them to develop their talent.

Over 1500 young musicians and 
singers from Haringey schools 
performed at a prestigious venue, 
the Royal Albert Hall on Monday 
27th June.

Primary and secondary schools 
from Haringey and an ensemble 
from Peru prepared two amazing 
performances that filled the 
auditorium harmonious music. 
We had the pleasure to work with 

three local composers James 
Redwood, Kate Stilitz and Jilly 
Jarman. The works were all 
original and masterfully arranged 
for all ensembles.  

Well done to all students in our 
Woodside choir, and special 
congratulations to our fantastic 
soloists from the Haringey Vox 
Choir  - Melisa Alpdogan and Kevin 
Fernandez-Montoya

Many thanks to Peter Desmond 
and the Haringey Music Service for 
providing students with the unique 
opportunity to participate in such 
as prestigious event.   

Many thanks to Ms Danso, our 
amazing Head of Music, Ms Frost, 
Mr Watson and all of the staff 
who supported this spectacular 
performance. 

Seventeen Year 10 and 11 students attended 
the prestigious LSE Black Achievement 
Conference on Saturday 15th October 2016.

The Black Achievement Conference is a one-
day event for African-Caribbean students 
in Years 10 and 11 as well as their parents 
and carers. The conference was hosted by 
presenter and entertainer Kat B from MTV 
and included a line-up of speakers from 
London’s African-Caribbean community.

The conference is designed to help students 
and their families to plan for their future by 
providing a taste of higher education. The 
event aims to inspire students to aim higher, 
think bigger, realise their potential and 
make informed decisions about what to do 
with their futures. 

Students had the opportunity to work with 
and hear from some inspirational role 

models such as “The Apprentice” runner-
up and international entrepreneur 

Bianca Miller, who gave a motivational 
speech on how she has overcome 

barriers both personally and 
professionally. 

It was a hugely inspirational 
event that left students 

feeling more confident, 
more hopeful and 

better equipped to 
do whatever they 

can to overcome 
any barriers and 
maximise their 

potential. 

Well done to all who 
took part!

FROM 
HARINGEY 
TO SUFFOLK



Woodside High School student 
made sure that Refugee Week 

2016 was celebrated across the 
whole school this June. Every 

student took part in special 
activities during tutor time, 

as well as during assembly, to 
ensure that the key messages of 

welcome and understanding were 
shared. Refugee Week is a valuable 

opportunity to celebrate the rich 
diversity that refugee communities 
bring and promote the importance 

of offering sanctuary to those in 
need. Woodside High students 
embraced this year’s theme of 

“welcome” by wearing badges and 
t-shirts to show their support. 

“The aim of Refugee Week very 
much speaks to the key values of 
everyone at Woodside High - we 

embrace and celebrate diversity. 
It is also a valuable opportunity 

for students to express their views 
and discuss important issues taking 

place both locally and globally.”

Ms G. Robinson and Ms E. Mc 
Elligott, Co-Headteachers

“It’s important to celebrate 
Refugee Week because it helps us 

understand more what is happening 
to people in the world. Everyone 
deserves to be treated fairly and 

to be helped when they’re in 
need. We should all take care of 

each other and if we are fortunate 
enough to be able to offer help to 

others, we should.”

Serine Taharount, Year 7 

This term international and Premier League referee, Mark 
Halsley visited Woodside High School. Mark was interviewed 
live on stage by Year Attainment Manager, Mr Davis, during our 
Year 10 assembly. Students listened attentively as Mark spoke 
to them about his career, his inspirations and the importance of 
education.

Following the assembly, Mark met with the newly elected Main 
School Council where he gave an in-depth interview about what 
had motivated him to become a successful referee. Mark spoke 
passionately and honestly to the students, telling them about the 
mistakes he had made as a teenager. He left the students with a 
strong message about the importance of making every day count 
and ensuring that they make the most of the opportunities that 
they have been given at school to be successful.

We would like to say a big thank you to Mark for taking time 
out of his busy schedule to come and speak with students at 
Woodside High.

Woodside's new Lunchtime Lecture series  
has now launched - where outstanding 
guest speakers will be giving special 
lunchtime lectures open to any student 
from any year group. For our first 
lecture, we were fortunate enough to 
have an award-winning cardiologist, 
Dr Conn, a consultant at Kings and 
Maidstone Hospitals and graduate of 
Cambridge University, come and speak to 
students about medicine and Oxbridge. 
The lecture was so successful that there 
was standing room only in the room 
as 42 students from across the school 
attended, and even mobbed Dr Conn 
at the end with yet more questions! An 
absolutely fantastic event, Ms Robinson 
later said "The Lecture was the highlight 
of my day and I was so impressed by 
the students’ attention, responses and 
questions. Dr Conn’s lecture clearly 
inspired them. It was wonderful to see 
students from Year 7 to Year 11 in the 
audience – I can’t wait for the next one!”

The Woodside High School Debating Society went to the ESU 
London Debate Challenge Grand Final at Dartmouth House this 
term. There, they were competing against the other eight 
schools who had also made it through to the finals. These 
schools had all won the top spot in their borough rounds of 
the competition. It was a very close and intensive battle. 
The Year 9s came third overall which was well deserved. 
They have retained the title of Haringey champions for the 
second year in a row! 

We are incredibly impressed that our students have 
achieved the status of being ranked third in the whole 
of London for secondary school debating 
societies. This is a remarkable 
achievement!



We continued our Black History Month celebrations 
with a workshop in Humanities facilitated by the 
Museum of London. The ‘Generation Windrush’ 
workshop educated students about the history of 
immigration to the UK and the positive contributions 
made to UK History by the men, women and children 
who arrived aboard the Empire Windrush in 1948.

Students had the unique opportunity to meet a man 
from the Windrush generation who travelled to London 
from Trinidad. Through hearing his personal story, 

they empathised with the experience of immigrants 
travelling to London in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s and 
explored some of the more personal effects of empire. 
Students were encouraged to reflect upon attitudes 
then and now towards immigration. The students 
really got involved in questioning, role-play and 
discussion activities. The facilitators from The Museum 
of London were incredibly impressed by our students 
and their ability to empathise.

In addition to all of the workshops and activities 
planned during Black History Month at Woodside High 
School, there has also been a chance to learn about and 
celebrate black history through the curriculum. 

In lessons students have learnt about black history and in 
the library students are encouraged to choose books and 
read about independence, equality and important figures 
in black history.

Our Equality Group delivered assemblies all week, 
discussing the importance of continuing to celebrate black history at all times, not just during the month of October. 

The tutor group display competition was really fantastic this year with form groups across the school displaying some 
really creative ideas. Well done to 8Q for their winning display!

Woodside students were fortunate enough to take 
part in an amazing African Drumming workshop 
this October as part of our Black History Month 
celebrations. 

The workshops, led by Prince Kayemba, incorporated 
not only music but also fascinating information 
about life in Uganda and historical facts about 
African traditions.  Woodside musicians certainly 
demonstrated amazing ensemble skills across the 
board and performed fantastic rhythmical music that 
filled the room with joy.   

We had a lovely email from Prince Kayemba following 
his day at Woodside High School:

“Many thanks to for all the wonderful care you 
all gave me and big applause to all the wonderful 
students plus staff who really enjoyed every bit of the 
drumming workshop. All students were very smart, 
well disciplined and loved the African drumming. 
I was so impressed and happy to meet such lovely 
people.” 

Prince Kayemba



6 of our Year 9 students attended a 
workshop hosted by the Anne Frank 
Trust at the Imperial War Museum.  
Activities involved collaborating 
with students from across London 
to explain the importance of Anne 
Frank's contribution to history and 
how they can act as ambassadors, 
using Anne Frank's experience 
as motivation to challenge 
discrimination and intolerance in 
our school and wider community.

They were privileged to have 
been able to spend time in the 
largest Holocaust exhibition in 
Europe challenging their own 
pre-conceived ideas about issues 
surrounding persecution of minority 
groups and how humans often make 
unfair assumptions based on how 
people look.  They were also given 
photographs of people featured in 
the exhibition and were tasked with 
finding out information about them 
and whether or not their stories 
were as they expected.

The day was incredibly valuable, 
and the ambassadors are looking 
forward to their next workshop at 
Leyton Orient where they will plan 
and prepare an assembly which will 
be delivered to the school in the 
very near future!

This term the success of some very special students and staff was 
celebrated at the annual Haringey Jack Petchey Awards Ceremony. 
The ceremony was hosted at the Bernie Grant Awards Centre and was 
attended by guests from schools across Haringey. The awards were 
presented by Catherine West MP, Jon Abbey Director of Children’s 
Services for Haringey and the Mayor of Haringey. 

Woodside students Arian Rexhepi, Elia Buafoh and Toyin Ogunyankinnu 
won awards for their hard work, determination, commitment and 
resilience. They have all made a fantastic contribution to Woodside in 
the last year.

We were delighted to see Martina Reid, one of our Science Technicians, 
receive an ‘Outstanding Leader’ award. Ms Reid has worked at 
Woodside for thirty years and was nominated by members of the School 
Council. Ms Reid has made a massive contribution to the success of 
our science department but is 
also someone that offers her 
own time to give students both 
academic and pastoral support. 
By nominating Ms Reid for a Jack 
Petchey Outstanding Leader 
Award, students were given the 
opportunity to say a huge ‘thank 
you’ to Ms Reid for all of her 
commitment and dedication to 
Woodside High School.

This June Woodside High School 
celebrated our annual ‘Writers’ 
Week.’ During Writers’ Week 
four well-known children’s 
authors came into school to run 
workshops for groups of students. 
This was a fabulous opportunity 
for everyone involved. Popular 
children’s authors Dorothea Smartt 
and Miriam Halahmy ran creative 
writing workshops linked to the 
theme of ‘Refugee Week.’ Students 
were encouraged to think about 
the impact of being forced to flee 
your home country and to write 
creatively and express their ideas 
on this theme. Students were also 
lucky enough to hear Dorothea 
and Miriam read from their latest 
poetry collections and books.

We were also visited by author 
Non Pratt who ran an interesting 
discussion on gender and spoke 
in assembly, reading from  one of 
her books. The week finished with 
some excellent creative wrting 
sessions facilitated by performance 
poet, Jacob Sam Le Rose. 

The whole week was truly inspiring 
and our students produced some 
fabulous stories and poems, 
including this ‘five minute poem’ 
written by Leah Mendrys in Year 
8 on the them e of refugees and 
what she would pack in a bag if she 
had to leave home in a hurry:

Five minutes to leave

I’d put in my heart
No anger and no sadness
Positive feelings
But not to forget the past
I’d pack a photo of what I’ve left 
behind
But not forget who I’ve left
Food and water to help me stay 
alive
Clothes and shoes to protect me 
from harsh weather
But always put in my memory.

Leah Mendrys, Year 8

It was lovely to receive some great 
feedback from author Miriam 
Halahmy following her visit:

“Thank you so much for inviting 
me to Woodside High today. I 
really enjoyed meeting you and 
working with your wonderful 
students. I was so impressed with 
the overall ethos of the school, 
the positive atmosphere and how 
welcoming and hard working 
the students are. It was a real 
pleasure to work with them.” 

Miriam Halahmy, Author

DRAGONS’ DEN
Over the term students have been 
working hard to prepare their 
final pitches for the Dragons’ Den 
project. As the project came to 
an end, we invited some special 
guests from the Haringey Education 
and Business Partnership to act 
as ‘the dragons’ and hear our 
student teams pitch their ideas. 
The ‘dragons’ were extremely 
impressed by the detailed pitches 
that were made by students 
which showed clear evidence 
of teamwork, research skills 
and creativity. Some of their 
ideas were fantastic, including 
a revision app for GCSE students 
and a recycled clothing brand. We 
really seem to have some budding 
entrepreneurs and future business 
people at Woodside High School!

Our students 
have made the 
most of the good 
weather, knitting in 
the sunshine! Ms Ikoloh 
has set up her knitting 
club outside in the garden. 
It has been lovely to see our 
new Year 7 students being 
supported by some of our 
more experienced knitters! 
By the time the winter 
arrives our keen knitters 
will have produced 
some lovely warm 
scarves!



Jamie, Aysu and Paulius were nominated by Ms Ampudia as the 
top GCSE Business Studies students. They were invited to pose 
questions to the Governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney, as 
part of the BBC Schools’ Report programme. They asked some fantastic 
questions about the role of women in a male dominated industry and 
the impact of Brexit on the UK economy. 

BBC Schools’ Report Producer, Ms Verghese, wrote to say how impressed she 
was by the high quality of questions from Woodside High School students. 
We hope to be able to share any answers from Mark Carney as soon as we 
receive them. Watch this space!

A huge well done to Erika Aiwekho 
in 7Q who was the first student to 
hand in her completed summer 
reading log! When our new Year 
7 students joined us for their 
admissions interviews before the 
summer holidays, they were given a 
reading log to complete during the 
break – as well as some suggested 
titles from each subject area. We 
were incredibly impressed by Erika 

who handed 
in a reading 
log which 
was 5 pages 
long! Erika 
had read an 
incredible 
thirty books 
over the 
six weeks 
holidays. 
What a great 
way to start 
Woodside!

At the start of term  we were delighted to welcome 
Melissa Benn, educationalist and writer to Woodside 

High School. Melissa spoke to all of our staff 
about the importance of inclusive education 
and the difference that schools make to the 

lives of young people. 

Melissa said that she was really 
impressed by Woodside High School 
and had enjoyed the opportunity to 

talk to staff. In her view, people 
who work in schools and educate 

young people, are doing one 
of the most important jobs in 
society as they are moulding 

the next generation. Melissa’s 
words to staff were inspiring 

and motivational and we 
were very grateful that 

she made time in her busy 
schedule to visit us.

This term our Year 10 students had 
the opportunity to take part in the 
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge. 
Our students spent the whole day 
training with AC from the Jack 
Petchey Foundation. They were 
encouraged to write speeches based 
on topics that inspire and motivate 
them. AC gave tips on how to 
structure a speech effectively as well 
as how to address an audience. By the 
end an intensive day of writing and 
practising, our students were ready 

to give their speeches in front of an 
audience of guest judges.

The quality was phenomenal. The 
students spoke passionately and 
confidently on a diverse range of 
subjects. The judges had a very 
tough job to decide on our overall 
winners who will now go through to 
the next round of the competition.

A huge congratulations to Ece Dogan, 
Kevin Fernandez-Montoya, Amina 
Aden, Onika Cuffie, Ana Carvalho 

and Alexandra Nistor who were 
placed in the top six, and to Bradley 
Hyde-Johnson and Natalia Vasileva 
who were highly commended.

Students at Woodside High School had an opportunity to take 
part in a mock EU Referendum. Tutors spent the week before 
the election sharing information with students and allowing 
them to debate the key issues. On Election Day, students took the 
ballot papers to the polling station, which was staffed by School Council 
members and cast their votes. After much anticipation, the votes were 
counted and the results announced. The ‘Remain’ vote won by an 
overwhelming majority, with 89.9% of students voting to remain in the 
EU. The following morning our students realised that whilst their vote 
was similar to the real vote across Haringey, the overall UK population 
voted to leave the EU. Thank you to the School Council for organising 
this mock election and giving our young people an opportunity to have 
their views heard. 

Ms McDonald and Ms Crooks took a group 
of Year 10 students to The British Museum 
to learn about the history of gender and 
sexuality. This is a key part of our PRS 
curriculum and an important aspect of our 
citizenship work at Woodside High School.

The workshop, led by experts at the 
museum, was incredibly eye opening and 
the students really got involved, they took 
part in some fantastic (and very mature) 
discussions about gender and sexuality.  Ms 
Mc Donald and Ms Crooks were very proud of 
them and the museum staff were delighted 
with their willingness to participate.

Well done Year 10!

THE HISTORY OF GENDER AND SEXUALITY



Everyone anxiously 
checked the weather 
forecast all week in 
preparation for Sports 
Day on Friday 17th June. 
Despite the predictions of 
rain and thunder, the sun 
broke through the clouds 
and Sports Day was a 
fantastic success! 

The whole school 
community, including all 
students from Year 7 to 
10 and staff, made their 
way across to the New 
River Sports Centre for 
a celebration of sporting 
talent. Students wore 
clothing to represent 
the house colours of red, 
blue, green and yellow 
and the stands were a riot 
of colour. 

This year the PE 
Department worked hard 
to ensure that Sports 
Day was as inclusive as 
possible. Alongside the 
traditional track and 
field events, all students 
took part in fun runs and 
fitness activities. 

A great day was had by 
all, and we definitely 
think that we have some 
future Olympic athletes at 
Woodside! 

We want to say a huge 
thank you to the PE 
Department for all of 
their hard work to ensure 
that the day was such a 
great success. 

SPORTS DAY 2016
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We Move
On Thursday 7th July 2016, Year 9 students represented Woodside High School at the “We 

Move” dance workshop held at Haringey Sixth Form. We were all pleasantly surprised 
to see that one of the organisers and choreographers within the dance workshop was 

an ex-student from Woodside who was inspired by dance clubs held by Mrs Johnson in 
conjunction with Step into Dance.

During the inspirational dance workshops, the students took part in contemporary dance 
warmups; Afro-beats dance fusion and street dance battles. All of our students’ dance 

energy levels were high and The Woodside High Flyers proved that they were a force to 
be reckoned with. The students were very impressed by the professional dancers and 

were almost star struck when it was time to talk to the professionals face to face, more 
importantly our students were extremely grateful to receive advice on how to develop 

their dance careers.

Kaireece Cox 9Q and Tashaun Smith 9Q displayed new found confidence, focus and 
projection when performing in front of others, while Linda Hoti 9U and Susana Ismaili 9U 
danced in unison with perfection and were ready to take on any other female opposition 

who dared to dance battle with them. Kevel Dobbs-Niles 9Q showed flexibly and creativity 
by combining African dance movements with street dance choreography. In 

addition, the twins smashed the dance battle by wowing the crowd with 
Lamar’s complex body isolation choreography of popping and locking 

movements, to which Dammar’s battle back began with a five foot high 
back flip that was totally phenomenal.

When arriving back at school at 9:30pm, all students exclaimed “that was the best school trip 
I have ever been on ….. I would like some more sessions to be held at Woodside High School in 

the near future”.

Woodside High School’s P.E Department would just like to say a big thank you to Ms Rahman 
for co-ordinating the trip and for her great choreographic skills and dance moves. If you are 

interested in participating in dance club please speak to Mrs Johnson.

Year 10 Football Team Record 
First Victory of the Season
Woodside’s Year 10 Football team, managed by Mr McAdam, recorded a 

stunning victory in their match against Heartlands High School. It was an 
enthralling game which finished 4-2 with two goals from Hassan and two 
from Mahaair.  The 
‘Man of the Match’ 
performance went 
to Barancan for his 
solid performance 

in defence. We are 
already looking 

forward to hearing 
the results of the 

next matches.
Well done!


